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	CRAN - Platform for Reflection and Action against Anti-Black Racism

Monitoring Centre on Anti-Black Racism in Switzerland

Po Box  251  CH-3000 Berne 7

Switzerland

	Declaration of Geneva on Anti-Black Racism in Europe



First European Conference on Anti-Black Racism

Geneva (World Council of Churches) 17 – 18 March 2006

Organised by the Platform for Reflection and Action against Anti-Black Racism under the high patronage of the Federal Commission against Racism.

Declaration of Geneva on Anti-Black Racism in Europe:

WE, organisations and persons of the black communities of Europe, together with organisations and persons close to those communities and interested or involved in the struggle against anti-Black racism in our respective countries or Europe-wide;

HAVING PARTICIPATED in the "First European Conference on Anti-Black Racism in Geneva, March 17 – 18, 2006" on  the initiative of CRAN, "Platform for Reflection and Action against Anti-Black Racism" and monitoring centre on anti-Black racism in Switzerland, created in Berne, Switzerland, 2002;

EXTENDING our deep gratitude to the Federal Commission against Racism, the State of Geneva, and all institutions, organisations and people who made a contribution and gave their support;

PLEDGING OURSELVES to the follow-up of the historical conference in Durban (South Africa, August 31 to September 1, 2001), and above all to appropriate and affirm the cause of the victims of racism, as manifested in the same vein at the Conference of NGOs and descendants of Africans in Vienna (28 and 29 April 2001) and at the Forum of the NGOs (August 31 to September 1, 2001), all organised within the framework of the global conference against racism;

RECALLING that the Forum of the NGOs was a particularly powerful historical moment for the reinforcement of the efforts of NGOs and activists from the Black communities of Africa, North and South America, Asia, the Caribbean, Europe and the Arabian countries, whose reunions were occasion for sharing and exchanges as rich as moving; 

NOTING that the intergovernmental conference taking place in the selfsame city of Durban from August 31 to September firmly recognised and advanced the issues connected to anti-black racism, as expressed in the final declaration adopted at the end of that conference;

BEARING IN MIND that the acknowledgment of slavery and the slave trade as crimes against humanity constitutes a major achievement of the Conference in Durban and that moreover its declaration has not failed to confirm the universal and multi dimensional character of anti-Black racism; 

AFFIRMING that anti-Black racism has been concealed within the general problematic of racism, has never been recognized as a phenomenon sui generis nor has it benefited from a specific approach and treatment, although its origins, development, ways of expression, its target populations as well as its historical perspectives are quite specific; 

CONSIDERING that anti-Black racism is deeply rooted in the myths, ideologies and dogmatisms related to the three religions of the book, which have been circulated for centuries during the inferiorisation and negation of Blacks, and considering that it has developed largely abetted by the various slave trades (Transatlantic, Transsaharean and Trans-Indian Ocean), by the resulting slavery, by colonisation and post-colonisation, 

RECALLING the fundamental role played by Blacks since antiquity in the intellectual, political, economical, social, cultural and spiritual development of the European societies, and reminding that this contribution must be acknowledged, appreciated and cultivated,

CONVINCED of the fictitious character of the integration which is implemented within the European area where Blacks, a visible minority, are becoming invisible in regard to the respect afforded their dignity, 

STATING that in Europe manifestations of anti-Black racism take underhanded as well as violent shape: such as everyday police brutality, discriminatory legislation and practices of the administration, literally physical lynching by neo-nazi groups, as well as metaphorical lynching by the media of those who dare publicly denounce the discriminative treatment of racism and memory, the indifference of the political class towards all these violations etc.,

ALSO STATING that the endeavour of the European Black communities' youth to profoundly explore their history has become a growing imperative regarding the forming of their identities,

DEPLORING the lack of political will within the European countries in respect to the implementation of the follow up of Durban, and affirming that the fight against anti-Black racism consequently demands increased mobilisation and exchanges,

REAFFIRMING our undivided solidarity with all victims of racism, particularly the victims of anti-Semitism, Islamophobia and the racism threatening the Roma/Sinti populations all over Europe,

UNDERSCORING our deep attachment to the universal values of the human rights and our expectations of an open society advocating cultural diversity and ensuring equal opportunities for everybody,

CONVINCED of the efforts of persons and organisations either of the Black community or not to unite forces in order to resolutely fight anti Black racism with the aim of its eradication

DECLARE:

WE SOLEMNLY PROCLAIM anti-Black racism to be a specific issue which needs to be recognised in order to assert the justness of the fight against the manifold and recurring assaults on the rights, the dignity and memory of blacks, 

WE FIRMLY CONDEMN all assaults on the physical integrity, the rights, the dignity and Memory of Blacks and demand that they be rigorously eradicated, 

WE RESOLUTELY APPEAL to the European governments, five years after the Durban conference, to accelerate the implementation of the follow-up of the action plan adopted in Durban and to grant it the necessary resources,

WE INVITE the politically responsible of Europe to do their utmost to guarantee the principle of co-integration contained in the covenant of "living together in esteem of our diversity ", and to see to it that anti-discriminatory provisions in constitutions and legislations are respected,

WE UNDERSCORE the essential role those responsible as well as the political parties play in the fight against anti-black racism and we remain firmly convinced that the deterioration of the situation of Blacks in Europe, be it because of discrimination or of acts of violence, is essentially due to an insufficient political will, lax or non-existent legislation and institutional practices which are tolerated and protected under the seal of impunity,

WE URGENTLY DEMAND of the European states to grant significant participation in and increased and notably financial support to actions in favour of the fight against anti-Black racism in all areas, but particularly in respect to actions undertaken by organisations of the black community,

WE CONFIRM our determination to work with all forces of change and goodwill in order to dismantle the multiform mechanisms of the de-solidarisation between Whites and Blacks, all members of the same and unique human race,

WE ENCOURAGE all Blacks, particularly Black youth, to repossess their history and to fight the perpetuation of negative representations of Blacks mainly displayed in school books and the media,

WE UNDERSCORE the absolute necessity and usefulness of a wise alliance of all organisations and experts of the Black communities with the aim to work out national strategies and common policies to fight racism and discrimination,

WE UNRESERVEDLY SUPPORT all organisations, persons and personalities whether of the Black community or not who are working towards wider recognition and consideration of  issues of Blacks in European countries, 

WE CONFIRM the absolute necessity of the duty for reparations in favour of Africa and Africans on the part of the former slaver nations; that equally, public excuses should be presented by all high officials of the three religions of the book, which served to transport negrophobic myths, ideologies and dogmatisms; furthermore, that formal recognition of the double holocaust (slave trade/ slavery and colonisation), of its inviolable character and its continuing effects must be confirmed. Without the fulfilment of these duties and demands the dynamic of reconciliation between Whites and Blacks can neither be inscribed in time nor within the assertion of  justice nor within the acknowledgment of the other; 

WE CALL finally for unified action and more militancy of all organisations of the Black communities of Europe, especially by networking, monitoring and lobbying. Solidarity and synergism between other anti-racist organisations must be equally encouraged.

Geneva, March 18, 2006
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