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Comments on Section 1 and 5 Civil Society , NGOs
The DDPA expresses wide support for civil society and non-governmental organizations and urges governments to strongly cooperate with them to harness their expertise and experience in developing legislation, programmes, policies and initiatives to combat racism and racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. 

The DDPA also urges governments to provide an open and conducive environment to enable civil society to function freely and openly within their societies and thereby make an effective contribution to the elimination of racism and racial discrimination. 
CIVICUS Civil Society Watch (CSW) programme works to protect and defend the space for civil society to freely operate around the world. Threats civil society face include, among others, the introduction or existence of laws restricting the registration or funding of organisations, individual but systemic targeting of human rights defenders, including arrest, detention and restrictions on travel, arbitrary closure of organisations, and barriers or attacks on the exercise of the rights to free expression and assembly. 

In 2007 alone, CIVICUS documented and tracked such threats in 85 countries. In the same year, over 15 countries introduced laws restricting civil society and undermining human rights. These countries join scores of others that already have laws, policies and practices in place which stifle the work of civil society organisations. 
CIVICUS welcomes therefore the strong reaffirmation of the DDPA in its entirety, including the sections on civil society, as expressed in our document in para1 of section 1. We also support paras 85 and 86 (Civil Society, NGOs) in this section.
In para 87 , when abruptly some concern is expressed, we would like to amend and insert the following:

Para 87:
Notes, however, with concern the growing trend to threaten civil society through laws restricting its existence, and by cutting funds creating the precarious situation…and the para continues as it stands.
In section 5, under the relevant cluster of Civil society, NGOs, we support paras 201 and 202, but in 203 we would like to propose a small amendment which reads in the fourth line after 
Para 203
“…unlawful barriers, including restrictive legislation to their effective functioning.
