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I wish to start by thanking you, madam Chairperson, for the opportunity given my organization, the European Network Against Racism (ENAR) to address this distinguished body on this most important and pressing problematique of global racism, marginalzation and discrimination.

The European Network Against racism (EANAR) is a network of European NGOs working to combat racism in all EU member states and represents more than 600 NGOs spread around the European Union.  

ENAR has consistently noted the rising tendency of anti-black racism, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, anti-Roma racism, xenophobia and far-right extremism across Europe. But we also note that this is not only a European phenomenon; one finds it in all other parts of the world, especially, in the industrialized world. The pervasiveness of this tendency calls for urgent measures such as are clearly outlined in the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. We are confident that the Durban Review Conference will indicate how best to proceed. 

 We have noted the important proposals by expert bodies and some NGOs regarding the transatlantic slave trade and remain confident that the Durban Review conference will give these matters the full and adequate attention they deserve.

Let us please not delude ourselves into thinking that the recent and current hikes in food prices, which are causing havocs in developing countries, are unconnected with the historical roots of racism and discrimination as described in the Durban Declaration and Action Plan.

Madam Chairperson, ENAR urges that adequate budget be provided for the Review process and that an NGO forum be fully supported and welcomed as part of a successful Durban Review Conference.

