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Synthesis of Documents Submitted at Different Preparatory Meetings for the World Conference against Racism

Preambule of the Declaration

Acknowledging and unequivocally condemning the racial discrimination against Roma / Sinti / Travellers, the current violation of their fundamental rights, their social exclusion and their world-wide stigmatization and persecution,

Declaration

We unequivocally condemn all forms of racial discrimination against Rroma / Sinti / Travellers, the current violation of their fundamental rights, the social exclusion, racist persecution, violence and extermination suffered by them in many countries all over the world and we underscore the need to eradicate those legal provisions, public policies and social behaviour practices that encourage the racial discrimination against  Rroma / Sinti / Travellers or do not pay proper attention to eradicate it. (see also the “General Report of the European Contribution to the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance”, I. Context, third point, last paragraph, 11-13 October 2000, Strasbourg) 

Programme of Action
Welcoming the initiative of the UN bodies to draft a special chapter on the issue of the racial discrimination against the Rroma and the possible measures to eradicate it, the Rroma Center for Public Policies "Aven Amentza" recommends the following new paragraphs to the chapter "Romas" of  the Programme of  Action of the World Conference against  Racism:

The World Conference urges States to unequivocally condemn the racial discrimination against the Rroma / Sinti / Travellers, the current violation of their fundamental rights, the social exclusion, racist persecution, violence and extermination suffered by them in many countries all over the world and to eradicate those public policies and social behaviour practices that encourage the racial discrimination against the Rroma / Sinti / Travellers or do not pay proper attention to eradicate it. 

We recommend the United Nations to establish, under its jurisdiction, a Permanent Roma / Sinti / Travellers Forum, as a representative body of Roma / Sinti / Travellers experts, to be referred to for any issues related to the Roma / Sinti / Travellers situation in the world.

We urge States to take into account and implement the provisions of the CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”, as adopted at its 57th session, at 16th of August 2000.

The World Conference calls upon Governments to promote legal provisions and public policies ensuring the Rroma / Sinti / Travellers institutional development, their equal enjoyment of economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights, their equal access to development resources and their full participation to decision-making processes in central and local public administration. 

Acknowledging the transnational character of the Rroma identity and its common aspirations, we recommend the United Nations to confer the status of a non-territorial nation to the Rroma people, providing for adequate representation in relevant international and regional intergovernmental organizations, by receiving, inter alia, a seat in the United Nations and participating, as elected officials, in the European Parliament, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and in the constitutive organs of these organizations. (see also the "Statement by the Participants in the Meeting of NGO from Eastern and Central Europe", 15-18 November 2000, Warsaw)

The World Conference encourages Governments to "review and enact or amend legislation, as appropriate, in order to eliminate all forms of racial discrimination against Roma, as against other persons or groups, in accordance with the ICERD" (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma", article 1) and to "adopt or make more effective legislation prohibiting discrimination in employment, and all discriminatory practices in the labour market affecting members of Roma communities, and to protect them against such practices". (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma", article 27)

The World Conference urges Governments to adopt and implement national public policies' strategies and programs, expressing determined political will, ensuring total transparency and permanent Roma / Sinti / Travellers participation to policies' designing, implementation and decision-making processes, by taking the following concrete measures:


-to ensure the Roma / Sinti / Travellers institutional development and full participation to central and local governmental bodies, by establishing public structures and institutions specialized on Roma / Sinti / Travellers issues, in partnership between public administration and Roma civil society; 

     
-to monitor and permanently evaluate the Rroma / Sinti / Travellers situation and the cases of racial discrimination against Rroma / Sinti / Travellers, by establishing a specialized monitoring national body, also aiming to design strategies for combating the racial discrimination against Rroma / Sinti / Travellers and to provide free juridical assistance to Rroma / Sinti / Travellers; 

    
 -"to ensure protection of security and integrity of Roma, without any discrimination, by adopting measures for preventing racially motivated acts of violence against them; to ensure prompt action by the police, the prosecutors and the judiciary for investigating and punishing such acts and to ensure hat perpetrators, be they public officials or other persons, do not enjoy any degree of impunity" (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma", article 12); 

 
-"to prevent, eliminate and adequately punish any discriminatory practices concerning the access of members of the Roma communities to all places and services intended for the use of the general public" (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma", article 35), including access to justice and juridical assistance, health-care, social protection and social assistance services, housing, employment; 

       
 -to develop the Rroma / Sinti / Travellers civil society and public authorities' network of information and training on racial discrimination and Rroma / Sinti / Travellers issues; 

     
-to offer the "Roma nomadic groups or Travellers places for encampment for their caravans, with all possible facilities" (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma", article 32). 

The World Conference urges Governments to support media programs aiming to promote public awareness about the racial discrimination against Rroma / Sinti / Travellers, by taking the following measures: 


- "to encourage awareness among professionals of all media of the particular responsibility to not disseminate prejudices and to avoid reporting incidents involving individual members of Roma communities in a way which blames such communities as a whole" (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma", article 37); 


-"to develop educational and media campaigns and educate the public about Roma life, society and culture and the importance of building an inclusive society, while respecting their human rights and their identity" (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma", article 38); 


-"to encourage and facilitate Roma access to media, newspapers, television and radio programmes and the establishment of their own media, as well as the formation and training of Roma journalists" (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma", article 39). 

The World Conference urges Governments to take concrete measures and support the full development of the Rroma / Sinti / Travellers children and youth self-esteem building, the deconstruction of their internalised stigma and the Rroma identity awareness, by establishing identity assertive education institutions, by promotion of Rromani as teaching language and of ethnic assertion education programs in school and out of school, by developing alternative education systems, including non-formal education and distance education.

The World Conference recommends States to "include in their periodic reports, in an appropriate form, data about the Roma communities within their juridiction, including statistical data about Roma participation in political life and about their economic, social and cultural situation" (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma"). 

The World Conference recommends that "the intergovernmental organizations address, in their projects of cooperation and assistance to different State parties, as appropriate, the situation of Roma communities and favour their economic, social and cultural advancement" (CERD's General Recommendation XXVII "Discrimination against Roma"), with Rroma full participation to decision-making processes. 

