Durban, 29.08.2001

POINTS FOR INCLUSION IN THE FINAL DOCUMENTS 

OF THE NGO FORUM OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE AGAINST 

RACISM, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, XENOPHOBIA AND 

RELATED INTOLERANCE 

PROPOSED BY 

NGO DELEGATES FROM COUNTRIES OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL EUROPE AND THE FORMER SOVIET UNION

FOR THE DECLARATION OF THE NGO FORUM:

1. For section “Sources, Causes, Forms and Contemporary Manifestations of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,” Par. 15-bis:

Affirming that the World Conference should have a global perspective and address specific and diverse manifestations of contemporary racism, xenophobia and intolerance in all regions of the world. In many of them, including the post-communist countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the former Soviet Union, the growth and persistence of aggressive nationalism and ethnocentrism constitute re-emerging expressions of racism and xenophobia not rooted in the slave-trade. They are on the rise today and thus represent an ever-growing danger. Manifestations of racism within the countries in transition from communism are closely linked to the problem of denial of the very existence of racism and racial discrimination by government officials. These phenomena have lead over recent years to serious and large-scale violations of human rights, hatred, discrimination and persecution targeting specific groups such as peoples from the Caucasus and Central Asia, Meskhetian Turks, Roma, and other. Recent years have witnessed increasing manifestations of the most traditional form of racism for the Eastern European region – anti-Semitism. The growth of xenophobia in the post-Communist region has even lead to “ethnic cleansing” such as perpetrated in the former Yugoslavia. We warn governments and international organisations that ignoring these phenomena may result in further tragic developments. 
2. For section “Sources, Causes, Forms and Contemporary Manifestations of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,” Par. 40-bis:

Drawing attention to the problem of state racism typical for the post-communist region of the world, we affirm that the state and, to some extent, the intellectual elite in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union often exploit the nationalistic and xenophobic sentiments of the general public for political mobilisation and legitimisation of their authority and political power. We also note with profound concern that the state authorities often legitimise racism and xenophobia not only in the traditional blatant ways by supporting extreme nationalism or intolerance but also in relatively new, more covert forms. These new, subtler forms of racism include adoption of legislative acts, official programmes and actions allegedly meant to regulate inter-ethnic relations, control migration, and prevent ethnic conflicts. All this results in effective discrimination and leads to the institutionalisation and justification of racism, xenophobia and discriminatory practices tolerated, inspired, or perpetrated by governments.

3. For section “Sources, Causes, Forms and Contemporary Manifestations of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,” Par. 48-bis:
Believing that the Chechen Republic still witnesses mass outrageous violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, we stress that the actions by the Russian government in the Chechen Republic are accompanied by a wide-scale campaign to incite hatred toward the Chechens. These actions cause mass persecution and discrimination of the people of the Caucasian ethnic origin over the entire territory of Russia. The image of the Chechen people as enemy is being inculcated in the society. Effective mechanisms of legal and social protection are absent in the Chechen Republic. Direct threats to life have caused thousands of refugees to be afraid to return to their homes and live under wretched conditions in the neighbouring territories. The developments in the Chechen Republic can be described as a crime against humanity and having elements of the crime of genocide.

4. Section “Measures of Prevention, Education and Protection Aimed at the Eradication of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance at the National, Regional and International Levels,” Par. 129-bis:

Stressing that in post-communist countries xenophobia and racism thrive on ignorance and centuries-old prejudices, which are only reinforced through the negligence by the state of the role of intercultural and human rights education. We urge States to encourage and promote research addressing the roots and manifestations of all forms of contemporary racism, including those specific for post-communist countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the former Soviet Union, and to introduce educational programmes for both civil servants and the general public based on the principle of priority of human rights. No such educational programme will be successful without conscious inclusion of the lessons of the past.

(This paragraph is recommended also for inclusion in the Programme of Action of the NGO Forum) 

5. Section “Provision of Effective Remedies, Recourse, Redress, Compensatory and Other Measures at the National, Regional and International Levels,” Par. 208-bis:

We call upon intergovernmental institutions, governments, and NGOs of the entire world to exert pressure on the Russian government in order to create effective mechanisms to ensure guarantees of life, rights and freedoms of the people of Chechnya; to hold investigation into all war crimes; to allow free access to the territory of the Chechen Republic to international observers and independent mass media; and to stop the policy of racism pursued by the state. 

Adopted by NGO delegates from countries of Eastern and Central Europe and the former Soviet Union at the NGO Forum of the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, August 29, 2001, Durban, South Africa, on the basis of discussions in Durban and the following documents adopted in preparation to the World Conference:

· Recommendations of the Meeting of NGOs from Eastern and Central Europe (Warsaw, 15-18 November, 2000); 

· Report from the NGO Forum at the European Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (Strasbourg, 10-11 October, 2000),
· Resolution of All-Russian NGO Conference Against Ethnic Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia and Intolerance (Moscow, 22-23 October, 2000) 
· Points for Inclusion in the Final Documents of the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance Sponsored by the Russian NGO Network Against Racism, 25 July, 2001)
Supported by NGO delegates from the following countries:

Armenia
Azerbaijan
Estonia

Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Lithuania 

Moldova 
Poland

Romania
Russia

Slovakia
Ukraine 

[Bulgaria]
[Belarus]
[Czech Republic]

[Macedonia]
[Uzbekistan] [Yugoslavia]

