OUT!

The International lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA) is kept out of the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 

and Related Intolerance

BACKGROUND:

The International Lesbian and Gay Association is a world-wide federation of national and local groups dedicated to achieving equal rights for lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and transgendered people everywhere. Founded in 1978, it now has more than 400 member organisations. Every continent and around 90 countries are represented.  ILGA member groups range from small collectives to national groups and large international organisations.  

Alongside with hundreds of NGO’s, ILGA applied for accreditation to attend the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (WCAR).  Malaysia in the name of the Islamic Conference, objected to ILGA’s accreditation to the WCAR because, according to Malaysia, the principles of the conference are not compatible with those of ILGA.  Monday July 30th there was a UN voting on this subject in Geneva and 43 countries voted yes, 43 countries voted no, with 27 abstentions.  Based on UN rules, ILGA’s request for accreditation implied a no vote and thus, the exclusion. 

ILGA & RACISM:

As Phumi Mtetwa, ILGA Co-Secretary General & the Co-Convenor of the Satellite Meeting on Racism, Discrimination and the Intolerance to Sexual Diversity, and Kursad Kahramanoglu, ILGA Co-Secretary General wrote to High Commissioner Mrs Mary Robinson "The objectives, principles and even the themes for the WCAR agenda are central to ILGA.  The World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (WCAR) recognises that the issues to be addressed by this conference are inter-linked.  The inter-relationship between racism and xenophobia; racism and intolerance; intolerance and xenophobia pertain to distinct forms of expression of domination and privilege and their expressions being found in political spaces and others.  Sexual orientation discrimination is a related intolerance." 

In the same letter they also made the point that "ILGA believes that the WCAR, to be held in South Africa, is an important opportunity to reaffirm the principles of universality, indivisibility and inter-dependence of human rights, the full enforcement of which will require elimination of all forms of discrimination that negatively affect human individually.  The Human Rights Declaration reaffirms the principle of non-discrimination and proclaims that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity, in rights and liberties established in that Declaration, without any distinction whatsoever."

SEXUAL ORINTATION HAS A PLACE IN THE WCAR. 

RECOGNIZE IT!

ACT AGAINST ALL FORMS OF EXCLUSION, DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE!! 
WHAT DOES THE VOTE MEAN?
Does the vote, which denied a voice to the only international federation of people who are discriminated against on the basis of their sexual orientation in the world, at the WCAR mean that they do not exist and thus have no rights? Does it also mean that millions they have no contribution to make to "UN World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance"? Is it possible to fight one kind of oppression and discrimination whilst discriminating against other oppressed groups? ILGA believes sexual orientation is a form of related intolerance, and that those who voted against ILGA displayed an intolerance against sexual diversity. We ask to all fair-minded individuals, organisations and countries to join our calls.

ILGA URGES TO:

· Recognise the intersection and exacerbation of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia with discrimination based on, but not limited to, age, gender, sexual orientation, social and economic status, by explicitly retaining the list of grounds that aggravate conditions experiences by victims. 

· Declare sexual orientation discrimination a related intolerance, remove all brackets covering sexual orientation and retain the list of grounds.

· Incorporate into human rights instruments the respect for sexual diversity.  These instruments must explicitly reject the imposition of any pattern for life based on intolerance and on the denial of freedom and dignity. Diversity is understood as an intrinsic human characteristic of societies and cultures, which also includes sexual identity, life or activity of all persons. These matters, guarded by specific human rights, cannot be subject to the imposition of models, to intolerance or to the denial of freedom and respect.
· Adopt Constitutional clauses, laws, and policies that explicitly guarantee non-discrimination and enjoyment of all rights for all persons, without any distinction regarding race, ethnic origin, gender, age, sexual orientation, language, religion, national origin, migratory status, social status, economic standing, work or occupation, birth, health status and disability, as well as other diversities; and  
· Incorporate policies, strategies and programmes into State's legislation to repeal discriminatory laws. At a minimum, this must include:

(a) taking all necessary measures to end torture, disappearances, persecutions, prosecutions and the imposition of the death penalty on grounds such as sexual orientation; (b) repealing those laws that criminalize consensual same-sex relations; (c) protecting the rights of people persecuted and in search of asylum because of their sexual orientation; (d) recognizing the rights of same sex foreign partners to immigrate on an equal basis; and (e) investigating, prosecuting and punishing perpetrators of all forms of hate crimes.

TAKE ACTION! 
1) Attend to the NGO Forum demonstrations in Durban, march behind rainbow LGBT banners and protest against the exclusion of ILGA from WCAR.

2) Support the proposals to recognize that "sexual orientation is a form of related intolerance experienced by persons or groups of people who are also victims of racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia" to be amended to the final communiqué of WCAR. 

Secretary-Generals can be contacted at the following numbers:

Kursad Kahramanoglu +44 788 794 2189

Phumi Mtetwa in Durban 0832 308 5328 or082 446 4339

