Roma Commission





Recommendations for the NGO Forum Program of Action





Legal Measures





National / Domestic Level 





We urge States and Governments to fulfill their obligations at regional and international levels by implementing the international rules and regulations ratified, by concrete measures in the domestic legislation and adequate public policies, in order to secure the fundamental rights of Roma.





We urge States and Governments to ratify and incorporate into domestic law all international conventions concerning Apartheid and discrimination.





We urge States and Governments to “include in their periodic reports, in an appropriate form, data about the Roma communities within their juridiction, including statistical data about Roma participation in political life and about their economic, social and cultural situation” (CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”). 





We urge States and Governments to take into account and implement the provisions of the CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”, by developing adequate public policies, establishing specialized monitoring bodies and national implementing mechanisms in equal partnership with the Roma civil society.  





We  urge States and Governments to include the issue of combating racial discrimination against Roma as one of the major topics in bilateral and multilateral treaties. 





We urge States and Governments to immediately adopt a comprehensive domestic legislation against all forms of discrimination and to establish a international monitoring body, with a local network, enabled with the power to sanction in cases of discrimination, in which elected Roma representatives to fully participate.





We urge States and Governments to adopt a law for affirmative action for Roma in education, health services, housing, employment, media etc.





We call upon States and Governments to review, adopt or strengthen, and enforce legislation prohibiting racial discrimination against Roma in employment, education, housing, social security and healthcare services, in order to protect the members of these communities and to prevent and punish such practices. 





International Level 





We urge the United Nations to provide for adequate Roma representation in relevant international and intergovernmental organizations by receiving  seats in the United Nations as elected representatives of the Roma, on equal footing with the other nations of the world.





We urge the European Parliament, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the Organisation of American States-OEA to provide for adequate Roma representation in relevant intergovernmental organizations by receiving  seats as elected representatives of the Roma, on equal footing with the other nations of the world.





Considering the less effectiveness of the present international instruments in combating  racial discrimination against Roma and the specific situation of the Roma people all over the world, we urge the United Nations to elaborate and to propose for adoption to the States legally binding instruments on the Roma rights, such as an International Charter on the Roma rights, in order to protect and guarantee the collective rights of the Roma people.





We urge the United Nations, the Council of Europe and the Organisation of American States-OEA  to establish, under their jurisdiction, a Permanent Roma Forum, as a body of Roma elected representatives, which shall monitor and report on the Roma situation in the world and on the implementation of international standards addressing the Roma issue.





We urge “the intergovernmental organizations to address, in their projects of cooperation and assistance to different State parties, as appropriate, the situation of Roma communities and favour their economic, social and cultural advancement” (CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”), with Roma full participation to decision-making processes.








Policies and Programmes for States and Governments





We urge all States and Governments to unequivocally condemn the racial discrimination against the Roma and to adopt and implement legal provisions and promote concrete public policies expressing determined political will, ensuring total transparency and permanent Roma participation to policies’ designing, implementation and decision-making processes.





We urge all States and Governments to guarantee that all manifestations of discrimination against Roma are subject to both criminal and civil sanctions under domestic law.





We call upon all States and Governments to pay particular attention to eradicate the widespread discrimination and persecution targeting Roma, by ensuring their institutional development and full participation to central and local administration, their equal enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, their equal access to development resources.





We call upon all States and Governments to monitor and permanently evaluate the Roma situation and the cases of racial discrimination against Roma, by establishing a specialized monitoring national body, also aiming to design strategies for combating the racial discrimination against Roma and to provide free juridical assistance to Roma. 





We urge States and Governments “to ensure protection of security and integrity of Roma, without any discrimination, by adopting measures for preventing racially motivated acts of violence against them; to ensure prompt action by the police, the prosecutors and the judiciary for investigating and punishing such acts and to ensure that perpetrators, be they public officials or other persons, do not enjoy any degree of impunity” (CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”, article 12).





We urge States and Governments “to take measures to prevent use of illegal force by the police against Roma, in particular in connection with arrest and detention”(CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”, article 13) and to ensure equal treatment in the criminal justice system of Roma. 





We urge States and Governmnts “to prevent, eliminate and adequately punish any discriminatory practices concerning the access of members of the Roma communities to all places and services intended for the use of the general public” (CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”, article 35), including equal treatment in justice and adequate juridical assistance, equal access to education, health-care, social protection and social assistance services, housing, employment and media, without any discrimination based on race, ethnic origin or colour of skin.





We urge States and Governments “to take appropriate measures to secure to members of Roma communities effective remedies and to ensure that justice is fully and promptly done in cases concerning violations of their fundamental rights and freedoms” ( CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”, article 7).





We call upon States and Governments to recognize the right to self determination of the Roma and to support the preservation and development of the Roma cultural identity, by supporting the establishment of Roma cultural centers, community centers, museums and specialized publications, festivals, itinerant exhibitions, summer schools, radio-TV broadcasting, crafts fairs, museums, art workshops, self-referential arts training.





We urge all States and Governments to recognize the local authority of the Roma traditional customary laws and structures, including by the Roma elected representatives' full participation to decision-making processes.





We urge States and Governments to ensure the right to free movement of the Roma and to provide adequate camping places with all necesary facilities for those Roma who preserve the  nomadic life-style.


 








Compensations





We strongly urge States and Governments to draw lessons from history, to acknowledge and publicly condemn the Roma slavery and the German Holocaust against Roma during the Second World War, and we also call upon States which are responsible of these crimes against humanity to fully assume their responsibility, to provide public appology and prompt, adequate and fair reparation and compensation to Roma communities and individuals who were victims of such policies and practices.  





Immigration and asylum


 


We urge States to recognise the Roma refugees and asylum seekers and to guarantee equal enjoyment of their rights.





We urge United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees  to take the Roma refugees and asylum seekers under its special protection according to the UN Convention for Refugees (1951). 





We urge States to adopt and implement adequate legislation and promote concrete policies in order to avoid any form of discrimination against immigrants or asylum seekers of Roma origin and to ensure their equal treatment at all levels of society.





We urge the United Nations to use its influence to immediately stop the Germany policy of  Roma deportation to Former Yugoslavy, a region of ethnic cleansing and war.











Ethnic cleansing





We urge States and inter-governamental bodies to immediately demand the involved forces to stop the genocide and the ethnic cleansing against Roma in countries where it takes place. Beginning in 1999, Roma were ethnically cleanesed from Kosovo by ethnic Albanians. Kosovo is the worst catastrophy for Roma since the Holocaust.





Education and awareness raising





We urge  States and Governments to take concrete measures and support the full development of the Roma children and youth positive self-esteem, the deconstruction of their internalized stigma and the Roma identity awareness, by establishing identity assertive education institutions and by promoting the Roma history, Romani as teaching language and ethnic assertion education programs in the mainstream school.





We call upon States to provide the Roma children with equal access to quality education by taking the following measures:


-       desegregation of the schooling system; 


-      programs for Roma parents to take part to school processes and decision;


training and employing of Roma teachers and school mediators;


development of a more sensitive, inclusive and flexible education systems and school curricula, including non-formal education and distance education, itinerant classes in places for encampment.





We urge Governments to fully support the intercultural education in the mainstream school system and in the society as a whole, by encouraging and providing with adequate funding for:


compulsory anti-racial/intercultural education for teachers, civil servants, lawyers, judges, medical staff, police and army staff;


inclusion of the Romani history, language and culture in the mainstream schools curricula and textbooks.


 


We urge Governments to support media programs aiming to promote public awareness about the racial discrimination against Roma, by taking the following measures: 


“to encourage awareness among professionals of all media of the particular responsibility to not disseminate prejudices and to avoid reporting incidents involving individual members of Roma communities in a way which blames such communities as a whole” (CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”, article 37); 


“to develop educational and media campaigns and educate the public about Roma life, society and culture and the importance of building an inclusive society, while respecting their human rights and their identity” (CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”, article 38); 


“to encourage and facilitate Roma access to media, newspapers, television, radio programmes and the establishment of their own media, as well as the formation and training of Roma journalists” (CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”, article 39). 











